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1
RADIAL NOZZLE ASSEMBLY FOR A
PRESSURE VESSEL

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is generally related to nozzles for
use in pressure vessels and is more particularly directed to
a radial nozzle assembly having a nozzle that extends
radially and horizontally from a cup-shaped flange disposed
at one end of the nozzle.

BACKGROUND

Pressure vessels are typically subjected to cyclic thermal
and mechanical stresses due to changes in internal fluid
pressure and temperature. These cyclic stresses can limit the
number and/or magnitude of pressure and/or temperature
cycles that the pressure vessels can withstand. Historically,
pressure vessels have bores, or penetrations extending
through the shell of the pressure vessel. Conduits such as
pipes are attached to the pressure vessel such that the
penetration and the pipes are in fluid communication with
one another to allow for the ingress and egress of fluids to
and from the pressure vessel. Stress concentrations exist at
the intersection of the pipe(s) and the shell of the pressure
vessel. These stress concentrations result in higher stresses
and often become a limiting factor in the design of the
pressure vessel for phenomena such as fatigue and/or crack-
ing of the magnetite layer that can form on the metal surface,
and which may limit the useful lifetime.

Such a pressure vessel may be a boiler or steam drum of
an evaporator system as shown in FIG. 1. Referring to FIG.
1, an exemplary prior art evaporator system 100 of a heat
recovery steam generator is depicted that comprises an
evaporator 102 and a steam drum 104. The steam drum 104
is in fluid communication with the evaporator 102. In a
natural circulation heat recovery steam generator, either no
flow or minimal flow is established until boiling begins in
the evaporator 102. This generally results in a very rapid rise
in the steam drum 104 temperature.

For example, for a cold start the water temperature inside
the steam drum 104 can rise from 15° C. to 100° C. in less
than 10 minutes. This produces a large thermal gradient and
hence compressive stress in the steam drum 104 wall. As the
pressure in the steam drum 104 increases, the temperature
gradient through the drum wall is reduced and consequently
the stress due to pressure becomes the dominant stress in the
drum. The stress due to pressure (with increased pressure in
the steam drum 104) is a tensile stress. The stress range for
the drum is determined by the difference between the final
tensile stress at full load (pressure) and the initial compres-
sive thermal stress. Boiler Design Codes (such as ASME and
EN) impose limits on the stress at design pressure. Some
codes, such as for example EN12952-3, also include limits
on the permissible stress range for a startup-shutdown cycle.
These limits are intended to protect against fatigue damage
and phenomena such as cracking of the magnetite layer that
forms on the surface of the steel at operating temperature.

Furthermore, steam boilers are provided with a means of
determining the water level in the steam drum, as shown in
FIG. 2. Water level is typically measured by means of a sight
glass and/or pressure transducers 106, which are connected
to the drum 104 by an upper and lower connecting tube
(nozzle) 108. Boiler Design Code EN 12952-7:2002(E)
Section 5.4.2 states “The connecting tubes between the
steam boiler and the local water level indicators shall have
an inside diameter of at least 20 mm. If the water level
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indicators are connected by means of common connecting
lines or if the water side connecting tubes are longer than
750 mm, the latter shall have an inside diameter of at least
40 mm. Connecting tubes on the steam side shall be
designed so that condensate does not accumulate. Water-side
connection tubes shall always be arranged horizontally to
the water level indicators.” This requirement means that the
connecting tubes 108 would typically penetrate the boiler
drum non-radially as shown in FIG. 2. The non-radial
arrangement results in a high stress concentration as shown
in FIG. 3.

Referring to FIG. 3, the results of a finite element analy-
sis, in the form of a stress contour plot of a cut-away view
of'a portion of a nozzle assembly 109, are shown. The stress
contour plot depicts areas of varying stress, the stress
contours being superimposed over a section of a known
prior art nozzle assembly. The nozzle assembly 109 includes
a nozzle that extends through an aperture to an interior area
defined by a pressure vessel wall 104. In the illustrated
embodiment the area of maximum local stress is located at
the intersection at 110 defined between the nozzle 109 and
an interior surface of the pressure vessel wall. In general, the
nozzle 109 is attached to the pressure vessel 104 via weld-
ing. This stress concentration can result in a stress range of
greater than 600 megapascals (MPa) in the high pressure
drums at 110 during cold startups of Heat Recovery Steam
Generators (HRSG), for example, that operate in the range
ot 150 bar or higher. EN 12952-3 section 13.4.3 requires that
the stress range be less than 600 MPa to avoid magnetite
cracking. The combination of these requirements make it
difficult for HRSG high pressure drums with standard con-
necting tube arrangements to meet the requirements of the
EN Boiler Design Code.

A new approach is suggested by the present invention in
which a radial nozzle assembly is used in place of the
horizontal connecting nozzle, the radial nozzle assembly
being large enough so that a continuous horizontal path is
maintained from the inside of the drum to a sensing line 242
as shown in FIG. 5. This configuration results in reduced
stress concentrations and lowers the stress range to below
600 MPa as shown in FIG. 7.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment of the present invention, a nozzle
assembly for use in a pressure vessel is provided. The
pressure vessel is defined by a wall having an inner surface
of which defines an interior area. An aperture extends
through the wall of the pressure vessel. The nozzle assembly
includes a nozzle having an inner and outer end with a bore
disposed therein along its length to provide for fluid flow
therethrough. The nozzle assembly includes a flange that
extends from the inner end of the nozzle. The flange is
defined by a wall having a cup-shape with an open end
which defines an interior area. The open end of the flange is
attachable to the pressure vessel in fluid communication
with the aperture of the wall of the pressure vessel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of an evaporator system in
accordance with the prior art.

FIG. 2 is cross-sectional view of a portion of a pressure
vessel showing a plurality of non-radial, horizontal nozzle
extending therefrom in accordance with the prior art.

FIG. 3 is a finite element analysis stress contour plot
showing a prior art nozzle installed in a pressure vessel
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subjected to cyclic temperature and pressure loads typically
found in a boiler drum used in a heat recovery steam
generator.

FIG. 4 is cross-sectional view of a portion of a pressure
vessel showing a horizontal nozzle extending radially from
the wall of the pressure vessel in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 5 is an expanded view, cross-sectional view of a
portion of a pressure vessel showing a non-radial, horizontal
nozzle of FIG. 4 extending radially from the wall of the
pressure vessel.

FIG. 6 is an expanded view, cross-sectional view of
another embodiment of a portion of a pressure vessel
showing a non-radial, horizontal nozzle of FIG. 4 extending
radially from the wall of the pressure vessel

FIG. 7 is a finite element analysis stress contour plot
showing an embodiment of a nozzle as described herein
installed in a pressure vessel in accordance with the present
invention subjected to cyclic temperature and pressure loads
typically found in a boiler drum used in a heat recovery
steam generator.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate an upper portion of a pressure
vessel 200 having disposed therein a radial nozzle assembly
202 in accordance with the present invention. The pressure
vessel 200 includes a wall 204 having an interior surface 206
to define an interior area 208. The wall 204 of the pressure
vessel 200 has a bore or aperture 210 passing therethrough
to permit fluid to pass between the interior area 206 to the
exterior of the pressure vessel 200. The nozzle assembly 202
is secured to the wall 204 of the pressure vessel 200 to
provide a connection for fluidly transferring fluid from the
interior area 208 of the vessel, through the nozzle assembly
and to a pipe, tube or other device attached to the nozzle
assembly 106 (as shown in FIG. 2).

The radial nozzle assembly 202 includes a nozzle 220 and
a cup-shaped flange 222 for securing the nozzle assembly to
the wall 204 of the pressure vessel 200 such that the nozzle
is disposed in both a radial orientation to the flange and a
horizontal orientation. The nozzle has an inner and outer end
224, 226, respectively, with a bore 228 disposed there-
through along its length to permit fluid flow through the wall
204 of the pressure vessel 200. Preferably, the bore is
disposed axially along its length. The outer end 226 of the
nozzle 220 has a circumferentially chamfered surface 230 to
reduce the outer dimensions to accommodate the pipe,
conduit or device 106 (as shown in FIG. 2) that may be
attached or otherwise secured to the outer end of the nozzle.
The flange 222 extends from the inner end 224 of the nozzle
220.

The flange 222 is defined by a generally cup or dome-
shaped wall 232 having an open end 234. The flange wall
232 has an inner concave surface 236 that defines an interior
area 238. In one embodiment, the inner end 224 of the
nozzle 220 may be integrally formed in the flange 222 at a
predetermined location and angle, which will be described
in greater detail hereinafter. Alternatively, the nozzle 220
may be a separate piece secured to the flange 222. In such
an embodiment, the flange wall 232 has a through-bore or
aperture 240 at a predetermined location and angle. This
location and angle of the bore 240 may be dependent on the
dimensions of the flange 222 and the vessel 200, and the
location of the nozzle assembly 202 on the vessel, which
will be described in greater detail hereinafter. The inner end
224 of the nozzle 230 is secured within or about the bore 240

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

of the flange wall 232, such as by welding, to provide fluid
communication from the outer end 226 of the nozzle to the
interior area 238 of the flange 222. The nozzle 220 is secured
to the flange 222 in one embodiment such that the nozzle is
disposed radially to the curvature of the flange and horizon-
tally when attached to the pressure vessel 200. The flange
222 may be spherical or hemispherical in shape having a
predetermined radius.

The open end 234 of the flange 222 is attached, such as
by welding, in or about the bore 210 in the arcuate portion
of the wall 204 of the pressure vessel 200, as best shown in
FIGS. 5 and 6. As previously suggested, the nozzle assembly
202 is particularly useful for a steam drum of an evaporator
system, wherein the steam drum 200 includes a number of
horizontal nozzles for passing fluid from the inside the steam
drum to a fluid level indicators or sensors. As required by
Boiler Code, the water-side connection tubes (nozzles) 220
are arranged horizontally to the water level indicators. For
specific applications, such as fluid level indicators, the wall
of the vessel 200 and the flange 222 of the radial nozzle
assembly 202 should not interfere with or affect the fluid
flow passing through the nozzle 220 to determine the water
level within the pressure vessel or steam drum 200. Conse-
quently, the bore 228 of the nozzle 220 should have a direct,
unblocked line of sight into the interior arca 208 of the
pressure vessel 200, as shown in FIGS. 5 and 6 as noted by
dashed line 242. The features of the flange 222 (e.g., radius),
the curvature of the vessel wall 204, and the thickness of the
vessel wall are arranged to provide this unobstructed fluid
communication between the interior area 208 of the vessel
200 and the bore 228 of the nozzle 220. Furthermore, the
diameter or dimensions of the opening of the open end 234
of the flange 222 of the nozzle assembly 202 and the bore
240 of the flange wall 232 are sufficiently large to provide
a continuous horizontal path 242 from the interior area 208
of the vessel 200, through the flange and through the bore
238 of the nozzle 220. This feature is important when the
nozzle assembly 202 is used for and fluidly connected a fluid
level indicator or sensor 106 (see FIG. 2), wherein the fluid
within the vessel 200 passes through the nozzle assembly
202 to the fluid level indicator 106.

Referring to FIG. 6, a radial nozzle assembly 302 in
accordance with the present invention is shown attached to
a pressure vessel 200. The radial nozzle assembly 302 is
similar to the radial nozzle assembly of FIG. 5. Accordingly
like elements will be assigned same like reference numbers.
The radial nozzle assembly further includes an outer flange
304 extending outwardly from the outer edge of the open
end 234 of the flange 222. The curvature of the outer flange
is shaped to match the shape of the wall 204 of the vessel
200 about the bore 210 of the vessel wall 204. The nozzle
assembly 302 is disposed with the bore 210 of the vessel
wall 204 and attached to the vessel wall 204, such as by
welding, about the outer edge of the outer flange 304 to
reduce the stress at the point of the weld or attachment.

Referring to FIG. 7, the finite element or other stress
analysis illustrates the stresses due to temperature and
pressure at the intersection of the radial nozzle assembly 202
and the inner surface of the pressure vessel wall 204. In the
illustrated embodiment the local stress range at the inter-
section at 306 provides a reduced peak stress range than the
prior art shown in FIG. 3, wherein the reduced stress range
is well below 600 MPa for a cold start.

The present invention provides an option for natural
circulation for heat recovery steam generators instead of
once through applications for high pressure applications.



US 9,459,006 B2

5

While the invention has been described with reference to
various exemplary embodiments, it will be understood by
those skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended
that the invention not be limited to the particular embodi-
ment disclosed as the best mode contemplated for carrying
out this invention, but that the invention will include all
embodiments falling within the scope of the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A nozzle assembly for use in a pressure vessel defined
by a vessel wall having an inner surface of which defines an
interior area and an aperture that extends through an arcuate
portion of the vessel wall, the nozzle assembly comprising:

a nozzle having an inner and outer end with a bore

disposed therein along its length to provide for fluid
flow therethrough; and

a flange extending from the inner end of the nozzle, the

flange being defined by a rounded wall having a
generally dome-like shape with a concave inner surface
and an open end;

wherein the nozzle extends radially relative to both a

vertical curvature and horizontal curvature of the
rounded wall of the flange from an exterior of the
rounded wall of the flange at a connection portion of the
exterior that is curved at the entire interface of the
nozzle and the exterior;

wherein the open end of the flange is attachable to the

arcuate portion of the vessel wall to provide fluid
communication between the nozzle and the interior
area of the pressure vessel through the aperture of the
arcuate portion of the vessel wall;

wherein the curvature of the arcuate portion of the vessel

wall is different than the curvature of the rounded wall
of the flange; and

wherein the arcuate portion of the vessel wall and the

flange provides a clear direct, unblocked line of sight
path from the interior area of the pressure vessel,
through the flange and through the bore of the nozzle.

2. The nozzle assembly of claim 1, wherein the nozzle
extends substantially horizontally.

3. The nozzle assembly of claim 1, wherein the nozzle
extends radially from the arcuate portion of the vessel wall.

4. The nozzle assembly of claim 1, wherein the flange is
spherical in shape.

5. The nozzle assembly of claim 1, wherein the flange is
hemispherical in shape.

6. The nozzle assembly of claim 1, wherein the stress
range at the intersection of the wall of the vessel and the
flange of the nozzle is less than 600 MP for a cold start.

7. The nozzle assembly of claim 1, further comprising a
level indicator in fluid communication with the outer end of
the nozzle.

8. The nozzle assembly of claim 1, wherein the flange
includes a second flange disposed about an outer edge of the
open end of the flange for securing the nozzle assembly to
the arcuate portion of the vessel wall, wherein the second
flange has a curvature matching the curvature of the arcuate
portion of the vessel wall about the aperture therein.

9. The nozzle assembly of claim 1, wherein the flange is
attached to the arcuate portion of the vessel wall via at least
one weld.
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10. The nozzle assembly of claim 1, wherein the flange is
integral to the arcuate portion of the vessel wall.

11. The nozzle assembly of claim 1, wherein the nozzle is
attached to the flange via at least one weld.

12. The nozzle assembly of claim 1, wherein the nozzle is
integral to the wall of the flange.

13. A pressure vessel comprising:

a vessel wall having an arcuate portion, an inner surface
of which defines an interior area and an aperture that
extends through the arcuate portion of the vessel wall;
and

a nozzle assembly including:

a nozzle having an inner and outer end with a bore
disposed therein along its length to provide for fluid
flow therethrough; and

a flange extending from the inner end of the nozzle, the
flange being defined by a rounded wall having a
generally dome-like shape with a concave inner
surface and an open end;

wherein the nozzle extends radially relative to both a
vertical curvature and horizontal curvature of the
rounded wall of the flange from an exterior of the
rounded wall of the flange at a connection portion of the
exterior that is curved at the entire interface of the
nozzle and the exterior;

wherein the open end of the flange engages the arcuate
portion of the vessel wall to provide fluid communica-
tion between the nozzle and the interior area of the
pressure vessel through the aperture of the arcuate
portion of the vessel wall; and

wherein the curvature of the arcuate portion of the vessel
wall is different than the curvature of the rounded wall
of the flange; and

wherein the arcuate portion of the vessel wall and the
flange provide a clear direct, unblocked line of sight
path from the interior area of the pressure vessel,
through the flange and through the bore of the nozzle.

14. The pressure vessel of claim 13, wherein the nozzle
extends substantially horizontal.

15. The pressure vessel of claim 13, wherein the flange is
spherical in shape.

16. The pressure vessel of claim 13, wherein the flange is
hemispherical in shape.

17. The pressure vessel of claim 13, wherein the stress
range at the intersection of the rounded wall of the pressure
vessel and the flange of the nozzle is less than 600 MPa
when a heated fluid is initially provided to the pressure
vessel.

18. The pressure vessel of claim 13, further comprising a
level indicator is in fluid communication with the outer end
of the nozzle.

19. The pressure vessel of claim 13, wherein the flange
includes a second flange disposed about an outer edge of the
open end of the flange for securing the nozzle assembly to
the rounded wall of the arcuate portion of the vessel wall,
wherein the second flange has a curvature matching the
curvature of the arcuate portion of the vessel wall about the
aperture therein.

20. The pressure vessel of claim 13, further comprising a
second nozzle assembly provided at a different vertical
location on arcuate portion of the vessel wall than the first
nozzle assembly, wherein the second nozzle assembly is
similar to the first nozzle assembly.

21. The pressure vessel of claim 13, wherein the nozzle
extends from the arcuate portion of the vessel disposed
between a top portion and a bottom portion of the pressure
vessel.
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22. A pressure vessel comprising:

a vessel wall having an arcuate portion, an inner surface
of which defines an interior area and an aperture that
extends through the arcuate portion of the vessel wall;
and a nozzle assembly including: 5

a nozzle having an inner and outer end with a bore
disposed therein along its length to provide for fluid
flow therethrough, wherein the nozzle extends substan-
tially horizontal; and

a flange extending from the inner end of the nozzle, the 10
flange being defined by a rounded wall having a
generally dome-like shaped with a concave inner sur-
face and an open end;

wherein the nozzle extends radially relative to both a
vertical curvature and horizontal curvature of the 15
rounded wall of the flange from the rounded wall of the
flange;

wherein the open end of the flange engages the arcuate
portion of the vessel wall to provide fluid communica-
tion between the nozzle and the interior area of the 20
pressure vessel through the aperture of the arcuate
portion of the vessel wall;

wherein the arcuate portion of the vessel wall and the
flange provide a clear direct, unblocked horizontal line
of sight path from the interior area of the pressure 25
vessel, through the flange and through the bore of the
nozzle; and

wherein the curvature of the arcuate portion of the vessel
wall is different than the curvature of the rounded wall
of the flange. 30



